
Administrator’s Update for 5/18/11 
By Ray Sandrock, County Administrator 
 
The 2011 hurricane season will be underway in two weeks and our Emergency Management is reporting that 
experts are unanimous in predicting a much busier than normal level of activity. We are moving quickly to ensure 
that major roadways are covered with the multi-colored evacuation collars that advise residents as to their risk of 
possible storm surge. The four-inch, vinyl wraps are being attached to stop-sign posts in all areas outside the City 
of Punta Gorda. More than 1,500 of the reflective markers have been installed so far, mostly by community 
volunteers, with hundreds more markers expected to be in place over the next few weeks. Visit the Emergency 
Management web pages at www.CharlotteCounty FL.com and click “Know your Zone” to determine your local 
information. 
 
Hurricane Awareness Week is May 15-21, as declared by Proclamation of the Board of County Commissioners. 
Hurricane Expos are scheduled for May 21 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference 
Center in Punta Gorda and on June 4 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Port Charlotte Town Center Mall. Residents are 
urged to update their disaster supply kits and review evacuation plans before the season arrives. 
 
Extrication training 
 
Our Charlotte County Fire/EMS department worked with Mac Adamson and Allied Recycling Inc. to supply cars for 
extrication training for our eleven new recruits. The recruits practiced various extrication techniques on the 
vehicles provided. The staff at Allied Recycling replenished the supply and moved the vehicles around to suit our 
training needs. This training is critical to teach new recruits special techniques on how to remove the vehicle from 
the entrapped patient during vehicle accidents if they are trapped. 
 
NAB 
 
The Neighborhood Accountability Board (NAB) program just held new volunteer recruitment training. Fourteen 
new volunteers were trained on restorative justice principles and positive youth development and will begin 
observation of the NAB process prior to certification as a Board member. 
 
Stump Pass update 
 
The buoys in Stump Pass have been installed as part of the Stump Pass Dredging project that was completed 
recently. Installation of the mid-channel mark, removal of two old wooden pilings and installation of new ones 
have gone out to bid and will be installed as soon as possible.  
 
Drainage project 
 
In time for the rainy season, construction of the Manasota Key Drainage Project, Phase 1 and 2 is complete and 
clean-up is underway. The Manasota Key MSBU requested drainage improvements to keep their main roads 
passable during a rain event. The project consisted of installing drainage infrastructure along Gulf Boulevard, from 
Beach Drive to Holiday Drive, in South Manasota Key. As part of this project, the Englewood Water District 
replaced its water main in this area.  
 
Dr. Beach  
 
Earlier this month Charlotte County received a visit from America’s foremost beach expert, Dr. Stephen P. 
Leatherman, also known as Dr. Beach. He visited five beaches on the islands: two at Palm Island Resort, one on 
Knight Island, Don Pedro Island State Park and Little Gasparilla Island. The Charlotte Harbor Visitor and Convention 
Bureau worked with Islander Properties to invite local media to see how Dr. Beach evaluates beaches and educate 
the media about these barrier island beaches. Palm Island Resort assisted by providing some meals and hosting the 
press conference where Dr. Beach revealed his findings.  

http://www.charlottecounty/


 
Dr. Beach said, "I’m happy to say I really like your beaches a lot. This is the type of place that I’d like to come to 
someday when I’m not busy or can slow down," and "There’s not a lot of places I find like this…this is a special 
thing you’ve got…you’re trying to preserve nature you’re doing a superb job." 
 
Spring cleaning 
 
Our staff has been busy with “spring cleaning” projects in our park facilities. The dock at Cedar Point 
Environmental Park has been rebuilt and the playground at Englewood Beach has been refurbished. Mulch was 
added to five playgrounds and debris was cleaned up and hauled away from Kiwanis Park. Staff also mowed trails 
at Tippecanoe II Park and an area used for overflow parking at Placida Park. 
 
Scallops 
 
Juvenile scallops were deployed by our Charlotte County Sea Grant agent in Southern Lemon Bay and Gasparilla 
Sound by boat. Volunteers are caring for 25 adult scallops in a cage that is hung from their docks around Lemon 
Bay and Gasparilla Sound. This is a combined Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and Sea Grant 
project in its second year.  

 


